
by Grant Vigneault
As we inch closer and closer to 

the first project check of the school 
year, construction at Burroughs 
High School continues to hammer 
away. It seems almost impossible 
to miss the workers coming in and 
out of the various hot zones across 
campus.

Perhaps one of the most dis-
cussed locations on campus is C-
Hall, a central corridor on campus 
as well as one of the busiest areas 
at Burroughs during a normal 
school year.

Many students and faculty are 
quite anxious for the grand re-
opening of the hallway, and these 
people are speculating when the 
corridor will truly be open for 
business.

Principal Bryan Auld has been 
working religiously with the con-
tractors in charge of putting to-
gether the newly designed part of 
campus; he believes that the admin-
istration team has an idea of when 
the hall will actually be reopened.

“C-Hall will be complete in mid-

September.  It was on schedule to 
be ready for the beginning of school 
until we had to pull manpower from 
C and focus on the Multi-use room, 
boy’s locker room and concession 
stand.  This slowed progress sig-
nificantly.  As those other facilities 
are completed and manpower is 
reinstated in C, it should finish 
fairly quickly.”

Clearly, the various construc-
tion crews have worked tirelessly 
throughout the summer to prepare 
the school year as best as they could 
for opening day. As Auld stated 
above, the locker room is nearly 
finished and the new concession 
stand at the football stadium is a 
true engineering feat.

Auld weighed in on the growth 
the school has overcome during 
the summer.

“I am very excited that some 
projects are finally finished and we 
have some new incredible facili-
ties.  Now that the exterior paint is 
finished, I am working with ASB 
to fund some new murals.  I am 
looking forward to ‘dressing up’ 

the new look.”
Perhaps changing the face of 

Burroughs most significantly this 
year will be the new administra-
tion building, which will finally 
be relocated closer to the front of 
the school.

Difficult to miss, a large plot of 
land seated directly in front of the 
engineering building is currently 

being prepared for the establish-
ment of the new administration 
building.

While students may not un-
derstand the next steps for this 
construction, administration has a 
pretty good understanding of the 
next steps for the admin building.

“The new admin building is a 
modular and is being built, like 

Campus construction nearing completion

by Tiana Cope
At the end of last year, Bur-

roughs’ resource officer, Officer 
Franco, was reassigned to a new 
part of the city. This year Burroughs 
High School is welcoming Officer 
Edward Hamilton as the new high 
school on-campus police.

As an on-campus police officer, 
Hamilton is here to resolve fights 
and help deal with any bullying that 
is brought to administrative atten-
tion. He works to keep the students 
and staff safe so that they only have 
to focus on education.

“I’m looking forward to student 
success, making sure they get their 
education and can walk at gradua-
tion,” said Hamilton.

This is his third year as a re-
source officer for Sierra Sands. 

Before working at Burroughs, he 
was positioned mainly at Monroe, 
but also spent time at Murray and 
all the elementary schools.

He has been a police officer for 
twenty-one years, starting as a 
deputy-reserve officer with the San 
Bernardino Sheriff’s Department 
and Trona substation. Starting in 
2001, he worked for the China Lake 
Police Department; then in 2008, 
he came to the Ridgecrest Police 
Department. This September will 
be his ninth year with them.

Former Burroughs resource of-
ficer, Officer Franco, exclaimed, 
“I feel very confident leaving my 
best friends and my kids in my 
partner’s hands!”

She is confident that Officer 
Hamilton will be a great fit for the 
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Murray, off site.  It will be delivered 
in parts and then put all together.  
Tentatively, we are scheduled to 
move into the new building in Janu-
ary” said Auld.

Big changes are in the works at 
Burroughs High School. Things 
will continue to change all around 
campus, and soon enough, school 
will look better than brand new.

Burroughs family. Although she is 
sad to leave, she feels better doing 
so knowing that such capable hands 
are taking over her position.

“Officer Hamilton has been very 
helpful,” said Assistant Principal 
Carrie Cope. “He helps us when 
we ask and is knowledgeable about 
working with students.”

With the help of Officer Hamil-
ton, the administrators are cracking 
down on trouble-makers. They 
want students to know that they 
take safety very seriously and will 
not tolerate students trying to jeop-
ardize others’ safety

School is a place to learn; Officer 
Hamilton strongly believes in this 
and will do everything in his power 
to allow students and staff to focus 
on learning without safety concerns 
distracting them.

by Daniel Kim 
As Burroughs begins a new year 

after the construction during the 
summer, it starts with refreshing 
changes for the students. One of 
these changes that a lot of students 
were met with was the movement 
of the lockers into the hallways.

“There are a few benefits,” 
Principal Bryan Auld stated on the 
locker changes. “One is protecting 
the lockers from the elements.  Not 
only does extreme weather (hot/
cold) cause the lockers to age more 
quickly, [but] blowing sand [also] 
gets into the lock mechanisms and 
causes them to stick.  Having them 
inside also protects them from any 
kind of water damages.”

He also added that indoor lock-
ers provide a safer environment for 
the students stating,  “[T]he locker 
compounds actually were some-
what of a safety hazard; they were 
always overcrowded and video 
surveillance could not see through 
the lockers and students.  Having 
them in the wings spreads them out 
and allows for video monitoring.”

Students also responded to the 
movement of the lockers, giving 
their perspective on a few of the 
changes. 

“I really enjoy the new halls,” 
stated Senior Keanu Ostachuk. 
“They’re a nice, refreshing change, 
but I feel that the lockers are a 
little inconvenient. The previous 

destination of the lockers, I feel, 
were more convenient because they 
were located in the middle of the 
campus, while the new lockers are 
spread out in hallways.”

The new lockers will in the long 
term be beneficial for Burroughs, 
but they will take some time getting 
used to for many returning students. 
Many other changes have been 
made to the campus over the past 
year including new air condition-
ers/ heaters in all four wings, exte-
rior paint jobs, additional lighting, 
and a freshly designed gym. 

“Our mission is to prepare our 
students for College & Career.” 
stated Auld. “ For us to be suc-
cessful, we need to have strong 
academic programs.  In order for 
our academic programs to be suc-
cessful, we need strong instruc-
tion…  So, one of the things I 
am most excited about is the new 
learning environment created by 
construction.  It is just a much bet-
ter learning environment than what 
had existed.”

Thanks to all of the work done 
on the Burroughs campus over the 
past year, students will now be 
able to walk on an academic red 
carpet towards a better high school 
experience. 

Students who do not yet have 
access to a locker and wish to use 
one can go to the front office for 
assistance.

by Daniel Kim
After much worry and antici-

pation, the new Murray Middle 
School campus opened its doors 
on-time to welcome its Mustangs 
to their new stables, right across 
from the BHS campus. 

Murray, a school many Bur-
roughs students graduated from, 
moved from its original location 
on base. Those buildings, in fact, 
formed the original Burroughs 
campus.  

Although this summer’s move 
may have caused some issues in 
traffic, the schools have extended 
the second period bell to 7:45, 
making it easier for students in both 
schools to arrive on time for class. 

Burroughs Principal Bryan Auld 
gave his perspective on the move 
of Murray.   

“The new Murray adds some 
congestion for traffic.  Otherwise, 
we see it as a positive,” said Auld. 
“We can share facilities and de-
velop programs that benefit both 
schools.” 

One program that hopes to ben-
efit from the closer arrangement 
is AVID. 

Teacher Lisa Harper, the site co-
ordinator for AVID at Murray,  an-
ticipates the college-prep program 
to strengthn at both school sites, 
thanks to the win-win proximity.

“Murray’s AVID program has 
continued to grow,” Harper stated. 
“We have a full AVID 7 class and a 
full AVID 8 class.  Close to 70 per-
cent of Murray’s staff has attended 
an AVID Summer Institute. I think 
that Murray moving closer to BHS 
will help us to continue to grow 
our AVID program [districtwide]
because we will be able to share 
resources and the two schools we 
be able to work together to increase 
the percentage of middle school 
AVID students who move on to 

AVID 9.”
The students at the middle 

school receive help from high 
schoolers in all four core subjects 
(Math, History, English, and Sci-
ence), but math is often the most 
requested.

“I am hopeful that Murray’s new 
location will help us to increase the 
number of high school AVID tutors 
available to tutor our middle school 
AVID students,” Harper expressed. 
“Additionally, I am excited about 
being able to work with Ms. Bur-
gess to make our AVID programs 
the best that they can be. I think 
a partnership between our two 
schools will help to better prepare 
our middle school students for high 
school and college.”

The AVID program will nurture 
many of the future Burroughs 
students and is a great example of 
one of the many positive influences 
the two schools will have on one 
another as the year goes on. Similar 
collaborations are likely to develop 
between other classes and teachers 
as well, with the schools just a short 
stroll away. 

Many of the Murray students 
who returned to their school met 
with large changes in their cam-
pus. Hanul Park, an eighth-grade 
student, had a mixed reaction. 

“The new school is nice, but 
the rooms are kind of small,” Park 
said. “There’s a new gym that looks 
really good, but it’s not done yet. 
But the school still feels the same, 
even after moving closer to the 
high school. I’m not completely 
sure how I feel yet, but I’ll learn 
to get used to it before I graduate 
into high school.”

As Burroughs and Murray begin 
the school year with new and closer 
campuses, there is excitement for 
what lies ahead in the future for 
the relationship between the two 
schools.

 

by Jada Ashley
Burroughs ASB is busy planning 

ahead for a new year of exciting 
spirit days, exhilarating rallies, and 
many fun dances to come.

ASB’s first spirit day for the 
year, following the tradition, was 
Aloha My Name is Day! This spirit 
day is a good way for the students 
of Burroughs to get to know each 
other and to show off their school 
spirit. 

Following the spirit day, on Au-
gust 18 ASB held the Aloha Dance, 
which showed a great outcome 
of students and was an enjoyable 
night for all.

ASB has many more spirit days 
to come, including BHS Pride Day, 
which was held last Friday, August 
25. And of course, Homecoming 
Spirit Week comes up in October.

Advisor Eileen Poole is looking 
forward to ASB moving into its 
brand new classroom in C hall this 
upcoming month. 

Poole thinks with a bigger class-
room and more space to work ASB 
will improve on their posters and 
have much nicer organization.

She also believes that being in 
C hall will be more convenient for 
students and teachers to access, 
especially for Powderpuff when 
students will be in and out order-

ing their jerseys for the big game 
this year! 

Sophomore Class President 
Saralynn McEntee also agrees that 
moving classrooms will make an 
improvement for the class.

“Having more space will give us 
all an opportunity to make bigger 
and better posters and keep us more 
organized overall!”

One of Burroughs High’s biggest 
events is Homecoming, a week full 
of exciting spirit days, powderpuff 
games, and of course, the Home-
coming dance. 

This week, clubs, the cheer team, 
and ASB will be busy planning the 
rally and many fun activities for 
students to participate in.

ASB has made a Snapchat this 
year to keep everyone up to date 
on what will be happening in the 
following weeks; add them @bur-
roughs.hs. Along with a Snapchat, 
they also have Instagram accounts 
for every grade, and you can find 
them on Instagram @bhs.freshies 

@bhs2020class @burroughs_
class_2019 @burroughs_2018.

In the spring of this school year 
ASB will be organizing King of 
Hearts, the annual dodgeball tour-
nament, the blacklight dance, and 
many more exciting things to be on 
the lookout for!

ASB is a class where the students 
get to do so many amazing things 
for our school and get to work 
together while doing so. 

Junior class officer Robert Wal-
lace is very excited to be in a posi-
tion to be a part of the ASB family 
this school year.

“I am most looking forward to 
getting to know everyone in ASB 
and getting to be more involved 
with our school,” said Wallace.

Make sure to check out ASB’s 
social media accounts and keep 
an ear out for the announcements 
in the morning to make sure you 
don’t miss out on any fun events 
and activities that ASB will be 
bringing to BHS!

New lockers move 
indoors over summer

There’s a new sheriff in town

Murray and BHS 
become neighbors

ASB plans year full of spirit

The 2017-2018 ASB Class showcase their school spirit on last week’s Burroughs Pride Day.

New School Resource Officer Hamilton is ready to protect and serve the students of Burroughs High School.
photo by Tiana Cope
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Becca Bell
Health

What is your background?
I was born and raised in Ridgecrest, played 

softball for forever, and got a scholarship to 
play at California State University, North-
ridge. I received a bachelor’s of science in 
public health.

What are you looking forward to?
I am looking forward to teaching freshmen 

something that I am very passionate about.

What do you like about your subject?
I’m helping them live a better life by mak-

ing smarter decisions.

What do you do for fun?
When I’m not teaching, or coaching up at 

the college, I enjoy powerlifting or hiking.

What is your favorite book and/or movie?
I don’t have a favorite book. I really don’t 

like to read, which is weird because I am a 
teacher.... But my favorite movie is “Remem-
ber the Titans”!

Elijah Colpitts
History

What is your background?
Before Burroughs, I taught at Mesquite. I 

also lived in San Francisco where I worked 
as a nanny during college.

What are you looking forward to?
I’m really looking forward to making 

history exciting.

What do you like about your subject?
Everything. History is fascinating and if 

taught in the right way, history can be the 
greatest movie in the world.

When you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do for fun?

I love hanging out with my son. I also 
like to sleep, play video games, go camping 
and traveling.

What is your favorite book and/or movie?
My favorite book is The Brief and Won-

derful Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz and 
my favorite movie is “Forrest Gump.”

Rosemary Gilbert
English

What is your background?
 We moved here eleven years ago from 

Hawaii and we lived there for three years. 
Before that I had taught English Literature 
and Composition.at different high schools 
and colleges.

What are you looking forward to?
I am looking forward to returning to teach-

ing teenagers and teaching literature, because 
I love reading. 

What do you like about your subject?
When you open a new novel, and you 

get in that cozy little section of your couch, 
and you just read. You’re transported to a 
different place, a different time, and it’s a 
great escape. 

What do you like to do for fun?
I enjoy camping, hiking, and snow-skiing 

with my family. 

What is your favorite book and/or movie?
That’s so hard! I just love so many! But 

right now I’m reading The Count of Monte 
Cristo, and it’s good! 

Alice Gilmartin
English

What is your background?
I taught at Murray Middle School for 

fourteen years; then I decided I wanted to 
try high school.

What are you looking forward to?
I am looking forward to spirit days and 

experiencing teaching at a higher level. 

What do you like about your subject?
I love to read. I enjoy analyzing literature.

When you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do for fun?

Well, I like to read, go camping, specifi-
cally on the Oregon Coast, and I also really 
enjoy going to the beach.

What is your favorite book and/or movie?
It’s hard to choose a favorite book. But my 

favourite trilogy is “Lord of the Rings” by 
J.R.R.Tolkien, and I enjoy watching all the 
new and old “Star Wars” movies.

Jon Martin
Art

Peter Marvin
English

What is your background?
I graduated from Burroughs High School 

in 2006. I then went to San Jose State Uni-
versity for my English degree and graduated 
in 2010. I also got my master’s degree at 
Montana State University in 2016.

What are you looking forward to?
I am looking forward to establishing my-

self as a teacher and building relationships 
with students

What do you like about your subject?
I like English because it is a view point of 

the world. It also gives different perspectives. 

When you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do for fun?

I enjoy mountain biking, skiing, and rock 
climbing 

What is your favorite book and/ or movie? 
My favorite book is All the Pretty Horses 

by Cormac McCarthy.

Geralin Montgomery
Special Education

What  is your background?
I spent six years in the army then I got out 

as a disabled veteran. I started here in 2008 
before going to Inyokern Elementary School. 
Now I’m back! 

What do you love about your subject?
I like to tutor kids, to help make sure they 

don’t fail their other classes.

When you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do for fun?

 I like to go to the lake, being outside.

What is your favorite book and/or movie?
“Pretty in Pink”

Haillie Moudy
Physical Education

What is your background?
I graduated from Sultana High School. I 

have a bachelor’s of science in Kinesiology 
from Cal State Fullerton and credential in PE 
and Health from Cal State San Bernardino. 
I also coached and taught at Centennial 
High School in Corona before moving to 
Ridgecrest.

What are you looking forward to?
Meeting a lot of new people and teaching 

my students!

What do you like about your subject?
EVERYTHING! What’s not to like? I get 

to play sports all day, every day, and talk 
about how to keep ourselves living a long, 
healthy lifestyle.

What do you like to do for fun?
I like to hunt, hike, play soccer, swim and 

go to Disneyland.

What is your favorite book and/or movie?
I like war style movies. “Act of Valor,” 

“Zero Dark Thirty,” “Lone Survivor” and 
all Disney is amazing.

 New teachers join Burroughs family

All-class assemblies set positive tone for school year
by Haley Savage

This year’s all-class assemblies set a posi-
tive tone for the school year and gave a great 
look ahead at what’s in store!

The administration gave each class the 
normal spiel about dress code, respecting 
teachers, and all the activities students can 
get involved in to make their year a success. 

The incoming class of 2021 received valu-
able information about the atmosphere of 
Burroughs High School. The culture of the 
school is all about getting to class on time, 
participating in events, and being respectful 
to others.

Assistant Principal Cody Pearce offered 
his advice to the freshmen, saying, “The 
pride, tradition,

and culture of Burroughs should be 
learned.”

Principal Bryan Auld offered his encour-
agement that every entering student has the 
potential to be a success, although they will 
only get out what they put into high school,  

The sophomore class assembly reminded 
the class of 2020 that they were not the babies 
of the school anymore. 

Pearce reminded the school that represen-
tation is everything, and that the students had 
a reputation to uphold. 

“We are lucky to have a Gold Ribbon 

school,” said Pearce. “Let’s keep it that way.”  
On a final note, Pearce reminded everyone 

of the school mantra. “Everybody is some-
body at Burroughs,” said Pearce. 

At the juniors’ all-class assembly, Pearce 
encouraged participating in spirit days, 
dances and extra-curricular activities, as 
senior year is just around the corner. 

“Now’s the time to get involved!” sug-
gested Pearce.

Also, he emphasized that junior year is a 
big year to look ahead for college applica-
tions, scholarships, and the SATs.

“Our goal is to prepare you for college and 
career readiness!” said Pearce. “Make sure 
you stay caught up on your work. Remember 
to stay ahead!”

At the Senior class assembly, Principal 
Bryan Auld had only encouraging words to 
say to the seniors.

He reminded the class of 2018 that this 
was their year to shine, and that they set the 
tone for the school year. 

“You’re the leaders at our school now, so 
set an example for everyone around you,” 
said Auld. 

Auld made it clear that this was the seniors’ 
last year to do anything at the school. “This 
is your last chance, seniors. Last chance to 
participate in all the fun things you want to 

do, so make it count.” 
Senior Class President Hayley Green also 

had some uplifting words for her fellow 
students.

“This is our year, Class of 2018, we rule 
the school now,” exclaimed Green. 

Dress code being set into action

What is your background?
I grew up in Montana hunting pheasants, 

duck, and geese. I moved to California 
in 2005.

What are you looking forward to?
Teaching the world’s best kids at the best 

high school in California.

What do you like about your subject?
Art teaches kids to be creative, and we 

have fun every day expressing ourselves. 

When you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do for fun?

Snow skiing, water skiing, swimming, 
and hanging with my wife and three kids.

 
What is your favorite book and/or movie?

Blind Your Ponies by Stanley Gordon 
West.

For some this was their first all class 
assembly, and for some it was their last. 
However, everyone who went to the assem-
bly took away some helpful tips to conquer 
the year.

by Layne Matsunaga
When you pick out your outfit for the day, 

you might want to keep in mind that the 
administration and campus supervisors are 
cracking down on the dress code this year. 

“We didn’t make any changes to the dress 
code this year, but we will be enforcing it 
more than we did last year,” said Assistant 
Principal Carrie Cope. The administrators 
will be looking out for short shorts, large 
armholes, thin straps and short shirts. 

“The students shouldn’t wear anything 
that they wouldn’t wear to a professional 
workplace,” said Cope. Straps cannot be 
made out of lace or multiple spaghetti straps 
put together. Guys should not be sagging 
their pants — in other words, the same rules 
that have been around since middle school.

“Just be modest, that’s all we’re asking 
for,” said Cope.

Not everyone is pleased at the thought of 

stricter enforcement. 
“The dress code is overrated,” said Senior 

Tayla Luster. “I really don’t think it’s a big 
deal that my shoulders show. I mean, we live 
in a desert, I’m not going to wear long sleeves 
in one-hundred degree weather.” 

Art Teacher Ann-Marie Vargas sees the 
dilemma for students.

“It’s really hard to find good-looking out-
fits that are considered school appropriate,” 
said Vargas.  “I understand that it’s difficult to 
dress, but you can choose to ignore the dress 
code and wear the cute shirt. But the chance 
that you take is you might get dress coded 
and have to wear another shirt.” 

Sophomore Emmett Hodgson shares a 
similar view.

“I understand what they are saying, but our 
goal is to focus on academics,” said Hodgson. 
“We shouldn’t have to change ourselves to 
make everyone else more comfortable.”
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Sarah Meske
Counselor

What is your background? 
I graduated from Cal State Channel Is-

lands with a bachelor’s degree in Psychology. 
I then went to graduate school and earned a 
degree in Counseling. I have worked with 
kids since a very young age through church 
involvement. 

What are you looking forward to? 
I’m looking forward to getting started! 

What do you like about your subject? 
I enjoy having the ability to build relation-

ships with the students; I enjoy growing as a 
person while also getting to watch students 
grow. 

When you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do for fun? 

I love to travel, do arts and crafts, do 
photography, and watch Netflix just like 
everyone else!

What is your favorite book and/or 
movie? 

I grew up with Harry Potter and Lord of 
the Rings; I still really enjoy both series.

Heather Orozco
Special Education

What is your background?
I have been teaching Special Ed for 7 

years. I have a Master’s Degree in Special 
Ed, and I graduated from UNLV.

What are you looking forward to?
I am looking forward to the experience 

of teaching at a traditional high school and 
reconnecting with Ridgecrest people.

What do you like about your subject?
I like teaching Special Ed because you 

never know what’s going to happen. Every 
day is different. The smallest achievements 
can be the biggest successes.

When you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do for fun?

I like to go camping and travel.

What is your favorite book and/or 
movie?

I really like Harry Potter and Game of 
Thrones. Both the books and the movies. 
My favorite Harry Potter books are the Half-
Blood Prince and The Prisoner of Azkaban.

Esther Powers
Special Education

What is your background?
I have an undergraduate degree in his-

tory education and I have taught in Florida, 
mostly teaching world history, constitutional 
law and physiology. I moved here a few years 
ago. I have been working on my master’s de-
gree and substituting. Now I’m the eleventh 
grade special education teacher.

What are you looking forward to?
I really enjoy helping my students being 

successful, finding out what they are good 
at, helping them do those things and thinking 
positive about school.

What do you like about your subject?
I like that this is a more relaxed class. 

We  have time to make up work from other  
classes, to learn about life skills, to talk 
about how it is to become an adult. It’s more 
relaxed and it’s really valuable.

Katie Wadley
Math

Jessica Wilson
Science

BHS welcomes new staff

Link Crew shows newcomers the way to success at BHS
by Dahlia Stucky  

The freshmen started off the new year 
with a warm welcome at the Link Crew 
Orientation. 

This year’s group was led by this year’s 
Link Crew team, including Assistant Princi-
pal Cody Pearce and Teachers Laura Larson, 
Tricia Allen, Regan Sobaje, and Sandra 
Castro. 

While construction on the campus was 
continuing up to the last minute, it did not 
seem to impact this year’s event, which 
moved from the gym to the Parker Perform-
ing Arts Center. 

“Last year there was a lot undone and this 
year we had new halls and walls painted, so 
I don’t think it impacted their experience 
negatively,” Pearce explained. 

This year Burroughs had approximately 
400 freshmen show up, which is an increase 
from previous years. Pearce thinks that first 
contact is important.

“Anytime you can reach out, even if it’s 
just one freshman, it makes a difference,” 
said Pearce. “We had a six-to-one ratio this 
year, which helped our leaders build better 
relations with the freshmen.” 

He also stated that he loved this year’s 
group of freshmen.

“They were engaged at the end of link 

crew training and their reaction with time and 
money seemed intrigued and very focused.” 

Link Crew leader Rebekah Baur was im-
pressed with their attitudes. 

“The activities we did to get to know them 
really helped them open up,” said Baur.  

Pearce complimented the upperclassmen 

Say “Hello!” to new BHS 
receptionist Malissa Charlon

 
A former Burroughs student herself,  Malissa Charlon will be the new face welcoming 

visitors in the Front Office. 
Charlon moved here when she was ten because her dad was in the Navy, and she ended 

up staying in Ridgecrest and building a life here. 
“I met my husband in high school and we were high school sweethearts and now we’ve 

been married for twenty-two years,” she said. 
Charlon likes to be involved in church activities in her free time. 
“I attend a lot of bible studies and church, and I love spending time with my church fam-

ily and my family.” 
Charlon is enjoying the fact that she is able to interact and socialize with a lot of people.
“I’m looking forward to meeting new people, getting to do my job more, and furthering 

my career.”

What is your background?
This is my tenth year of teaching, but 

my first year of teaching high school. 
Previously I used to teach middle school 
math.

What are you looking forward to?
New challenges, to explore a little bit 

out of my comfort zone.

What do like about your subject?
I love that math is a language that de-

fines the universe, it makes math so much 
more interesting.

What you aren’t teaching, what do you 
like to do with your free time?

I like to spend time with my family, 
husband, three kids and my year-old pup.

What is your favorite?
I don’t really have a favorite, but I like 

to read non-fiction books because I like to 
learn.

What is your background? 
I’m from Idaho Falls. My husband ended 

up getting a job on base and so we followed 
him to Ridgecrest.

What are you looking forward to? 
I’m really excited to see the students un-

derstand.  I like to see the information click 
in their minds. I like to see them realize they 
can do difficult things.

What do you like about your subject? 
Biology is all about the world we live in, 

it’s about us.  It’s all relevant.  I enjoy mak-
ing the connections to all the living things. 
It’s really cool, whether it’s plants, animals, 
and insects. We all depend on each other.

What do you like to do for fun? 
I really like to read. I enjoy exploring 

Southern California with my family since 
I’m not from here, and hiking with my dogs.

What is your favorite book? 
I really like The Alchemist, it leaves you 

with an uplifting feeling at the end. I think 
it’s something that’s relevant to everyone.

who took on a leadership role to show the 
freshmen the campus and teach them what 
high school is all about.” 

Allen has a strong vision for Link Crew’s 
ongoing outreach.

“I’m trying to make the program more than 
just a one-day event,” said Allen. She wants 

Senior Link Crew leaders are all smiles as they welcome the new freshmen this year.                                                         Contributed Photo

to be more connected and stay a big part of 
our freshmen lives. 

With that in mind, she created Sticker Day 
and had Link Crew members put stickers on 
their freshman group to make help them feel 
a part of something -- which is just the right 
link to keep them connected. 

Erin Austin
English

What is your background?
I worked in the medical field from the time 

I was sixteen until now, in medical records 
and as a pharmacy technician. I have been a 
medical assistant. I have a bachelor’s degree 
in English literature and am working towards 
my master’s degree in library science.

What are you looking forward to?
I’m looking forward to new experiences. 

A lot of my students are freshmen and it’s 
their first year here. It’s my first year also 
here and I’m looking forward to how ev-
erything goes.”

 What do you like about your subject?
English is my favorite subject. I love to 

read and write. I think it is great that you can 
slip away into a book and go somewhere else 
if you want to or even if you’re writing; you 
can create a whole new world if you want to.

What do you like to do for fun?
“Right now I’m in school myself, so I 

don’t have much time, but if I did have time, 
I would spend it with my family, go on trips 
with my husband, and maybe go to the mov-
ies a few times.”



    Dahlia Down Under
Burroughs Senior Dahlia Stucky was 

offered an invitation to play Down Under, 

alongside the USA volleyball squad. 

“I still can’t believe I had the opportunity 

to travel to Australia to play volleyball,” 

said Stucky. “I got to do and see so many 

incredible things like going to the Currumbin 

Wildlife Sanctuary where I got to hold a koala 

and feed kangaroos. I played in an indoor 

tournament and placed eighth, and also in a 

beach tournament and placed second.”

She also visited the Great Barrier Reef and 

got to go snorkeling where she saw a manta 

ray, sharks, and huge sea turtles. 
“Overall, it was such an incredible and 

once-in-a-lifetime experience.”
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Excursions
far and near:

How we spent 
our summer 
vacations!

European Traveling
This summer, Economics Teacher Eric Lawrence got 

to travel and explore Europe. with stops in Paris and 
Italy’s Florence, Rome, and Naples. 

Lawrence visited most of the expected tourist attrac-
tions but also simply enjoyed being there. 

“My favorite part of the trip was walking around 
the streets and just taking in the atmosphere,” said 
Lawrence.

Traveling in Rome, Lawrence experienced the beau-
ties of the Colosseum ruins. He was able to visit Flor-
ence, the Renaissance city, and experience the amazing 
statue of David. He also visited his family in Naples. 

When traveling in Paris, Lawrence got the chance to 
see the Eiffel Tower and the Mona Lisa. Lawrence gave 
one piece of advice for those hoping to travel overseas.

“The best thing to do in a European city is just to get 
lost in the city.”

BHS Senior Jack Sherritt participated in some amazing activities over his summer. Sherritt was invited to Columbia University in Manhattan, New York, to participate in a pres-tigious football camp. The camp took place on the school’s football field and also included a tour of the university.  The whole process was a great learning experience for Sherritt. 
“I learned a lot about how college football works and what coaches expect from you,” explained Sherritt. 
The entire camp was six hours long and included offensive and defensive drills. Once he arrived at the camp, he was separated into a group according to position and worked on skills for the defensive line. The group ran through series of drills testing their speed, agility, and strength. 
“The drills were definitely hard and pushed me a lot,” said Sherritt. 
Despite the difficulty of the camp, Sherritt believes he will improve a lot from it. “The several things they taught me will definitely help me in this season, college, and any other football experiences I will have,” said Sherritt. 

Sherritt in NYC

Every summer, SSP picks a community in need 
and sends a team to help with laboring tasks. But 
these projects aren’t the only thing the group does 
while on the trip. While they weren’t working, the 
group played games with other churches, did arts 
and crafts, and went hiking.Harvey said that the card game Egyptian Rat 
Screw quickly became one of his favorite games, 
while Bradford enjoyed hiking as the best way to 
spend the free time.Part of her fascination with the hikes came from 
the beauty of the nature surrounding them, an opinion 
that the entire group shared. “The weather was wild and the landscape was 
new. I loved watching the rain and thunderstorms,” 
said Harvey.

Each student is grateful for this opportunity and 
looks forward to future service projects with this 
organization.

Hellbrunner Avenue,  Fortress Hohensalzburg, and 
Schloss Leopoldskron and Villa Trap from The Sound 
of Music.” In München they went to Olympic Park 
and ate at Schmalznudel-Cafe Frischhut.

Corzine said, “The views were breathtaking and 
unlike anything I had ever seen before.”

She was amazed at how the cities balanced histori-
cal sites and modern buildings. Just walking down 
the street was incredible, she said. Cathedrals, parks, 
plazas, and monuments were everywhere throughout 
the cities.

She hopes to return sometime in the future, but 
does not plan on doing so until after graduating from 
Burroughs. This has definitely been a memorable and 
fun summer for her and her sister.

Callie Conquers Germany

This past summer, Junior Callie Corzine went to 

visit her uncle in Germany with her sister, Taylor. The 

Corzines spent a week exploring Germany through 

tours, hikes, and causal wandering.

“It was beautiful and such a fun time,” said 

Corzine.
They visited Bavaria, Salzburg, and München. 

Corzine said that Neuschwanstein Castle in Bavaria 

was her favorite place they saw.

In Bavaria they took a tour of Neuschwanstein 

Castle, went hiking around Lake Ammer, and walked 

around the Nymphenburg Castle Park.

In Munich they saw Marienplatz and the Eng-

lischer Garten.

While in Salzburg they visited the Mirabell 

Palace, Residenzplatz Square, Salzburg Cathedral, 

Helping Hands in Arizona
This summer, the Sierra Service Project (SSP) took a mission 

trip to Tsaile, Arizona to help the community members in need. 
The team from Ridgecrest, working through the Ridgecrest 

United Methodist Church, included Sophomores Renee Brad-
ford and Gunnar Gervais; Juniors Victoria Pillers, Callie Cor-
zine, Addison Lambert, and Rhiannon O’Conner; and Seniors 
Frank Harvey and Meghan Branson.

These students spent a week building a shed, an awning, and a 
handicap ramp for the Navajo Nation community within Tsaile.

“It’s a really good way to get in touch with yourself and the 
world and people around you,” said Branson.

The group went to serve the less fortunate and better them-
selves in the process. They all feel great while helping others 
and come back with a fresh outlook on their own fortunes. 

“I loved helping people and seeing their happy and excited 
faces,” said Corzine.
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Murphrees on a Mission
 

This summer Sophomore Sidra Javaid left the continent and went to Pakistan to visit her family.Javaid enjoyed the cold monsoon rains. The rains felt extra special since it was very hot because of the summer weather and because it rarely rains in Ridgecrest. 
During her car rides, Javaid loved to look out the window to observe the beautiful scenery. The bright, flowery fields and lush, green meadows were a sight to behold, she said.Javaid also went shopping in the new mall built in the neighboring city. Javaid’s favorite part of the trip was getting a chance to visit her family. 

Junior Aidan Murphree and Sophomore Andrea 

Murphree went to a four-week Danish language 

camp to complete their foreign language require-

ments. 
While in Minnesota, they learned Danish in a 

classroom with three other students and spoke Dan-

ish in their daily lives at camp. 

Having strong Danish roots from their mom, the 

Murphrees felt like it was necessary to learn their 

ethnic language. “My favorite aspect about camp was the bond 

that you got with the other campers” said Aiden. “I 

already miss the people there!” 

Andrea enjoyed the environment of the camp.  

“ I t  r e a l l y  i s  a  c o m m u n i t y . 

 said Andrea. “It’s like a big family!”

This past summer senior Chase Cracraft attended 

a three-day baseball camp at Stanford University. 

“I was mainly there to showcase my skills to over 

forty high academic colleges, in hopes they might find 

an interest in me,” said Cracraft. 

The camp included a variety of different baseball 

tasks that were accomplished throughout each day.

Each morning started with a lecture from Stanford 

Head Coach David Esquer, who talked of the future 

of college baseball and how it will impact soon-to-be 

college athletes. From there Cracraft took on a series 

of defensive drills, weight and speed training, and 

batting practice.

“The batting practice was really neat,” said Cra-

craft. “They had a special machine called a Hitrax 

that showed how far, hard, and well the ball was hit 

on a big flat screen TV.”

Cracraft at Cardinal Camp

Javaid in Pakistan

Della Santinas Leap at Legendary Lambeau

ASB Enjoys S’More Good Times

ASB took to the hills again this year, although they 

traded in their tents for a house in Pine Mountain Club. 

This is the second year ASB has left for the great 

outdoors as soon as school gets out. 

The opportunity is important to their bonding as a 

group and planning, according to ASB Advisor Eileen 

Poole. 
“We got a lot of work done, but we also make 

s’mores and go hiking, and stay up late and tell stories.”

Among their accomplishments was picking their 

rally themes and spirit days.

“One of the best things we did was run up a very 

steep hill early one morning,” recalled Poole. 

The Burros also had some visitors — deer walking 

right outside the kitchen window.

Junior Gina Della Santina and Sophomore Ryan Della Santina 

travelled to Wisconsin for a family reunion.

Most family members are die-hard Green Bay Packers fans, so 

the Della Santinas took a tour of Lambeau Field while there.

“It was exciting to see one of the best fields in the NFL,” said 

Ryan, who admits that he is a Giants fan.

They walked through the seating, seeing the different perspec-

tives from each level. The tour went around the field and onto 

the grass, so they got to see what the players would see during a 

game. They were also taken through the tunnel that the players run 

through to get to the field.

“My favorite part was getting to see the field from the booth that 

people pay thousands of dollars to sit in during a game,” said Gina.

The tour guide was very interactive, helping the rest of the fam-

ily pick on Ryan for being a Giants fan, and very descriptive in 

explaining how the stadium would be on a game day.

The whole family wants to return to Lambeau Field one day for 

another tour and, hopefully, an actual game. 
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Youth Advisory Commitee is gearing up for another year
by Timothy Neipp

The school year is off to a great 
start and the Youth Advisory 
Committee (YAC) is putting on a 
welcoming party September 9 at 
the Kerr McGee Center from 5 to 
9 P.M. to try and get more students 
involved in our great community 
of Ridgecrest.

Junior Emily Aralar, the secre-
tary of YAC, loves to see students 
being involved in Ridgecrest.

“The mission is to get the youth 
more involved into the community, 
to get the youth to participate,” she 
explained.  YAC helps sponsor the 
Leader Development Day program 
here, and they have a citywide 
scavenger hunt that is very popular.

Aralar likes to help put on events 
with YAC and seeks to make each 
year more exciting than the next.

“We do have our annual wel-
coming party, and that’s coming 
up, so we’re excited for that. That 
has done very well in the past, 
but we’re trying to top that,” said 
Aralar.

Junior Bryce Amster, YAC’s 
public relations officer, wants to 
convince people of all grade lev-
els that our desert community has 
much to offer. 

“YAC aims to take the statement 
that Ridgecrest is boring and falsify 
it,” said Amster.

Amster has only recently be-
come a member of YAC, but he 
has already heard about some of 
the events that they have helped 
put on and wanted to be a part of 
that, including  the upcoming Back 
to School party. 

The welcoming back party is an 
event for all students of Murray and 
Monroe, explained Amster. 

“There will be a DJ there, there 
will be games, there will be food-
trucks, and it will be really fun for 
everyone there,” said Amster.

The community promotes in-
volvement in the community by 
investing in YAC, which is proud 
of its supporters. 

Aralar gave praise to the numer-
ous civic groups and businesses that 
support the YAC’s efforts, includ-
ing city government, Ridgecrest 
Regional Hospital, SquarePrint, 
and  Rusty’s Automotive

“We’re very grateful for our 
sponsors,” said Aralar.

YAC also gets support from 
other organisations that promote 
students’ involvement in the com-
munity. 

Valerian offers new excitement in science fiction
by Natile Gilbert

Valerian: City of a Thousand 
Planets is packed full of action, 
space travel, and futuristic scenes 
that fill science fiction movies. Add 
this movie’s special effects and set-
tings and you get an exciting movie 
that comes together well.

This movie takes place on a 

Dunkirk offers excitement and entertainment for all

Hatter takes over teaching the BHS music programs

What are you looking forward to this year? 

Toren Vice
Sophomore

“I’m looking forward to going to the 
blacklight dance and basketball 
season ‘cause I’m a starter this 
year, and also going to games with 
my friends, football games and 
volleyball games.”

Rosier Medranl
Freshman

“I’m looking forward to better 
grades, better friends and going 
off campus.” 

(and the crazy thing is, the audience 
feels like they’re right in the middle 
of the action!). 

The intensity of the movie is 
like no other. The plot line is un-
like anything anyone has ever seen 
before.  And in my opinion, the cin-

by Maheen Ahmad
With former Burroughs Band 

Teacher Simon Austin teaching the 
Murray Middle School Band this 
year, music teacher Mark Hatter 
has taken on the role as new band 
director. 

Before he became the full-time 
teacher at Burroughs, Hatter taught 
both orchestra and choir for Bur-
roughs already. Hatter also taught 
beginning and concert orchestra at 
Monroe Middle School. 

“Before, I was at one school,” 
said Hatter, “I would teach two 
classes, and then I would go home 
and have lunch and take the dog 
for a walk,” he continued. “Then I 
would come in and teach another 

two classes. Now I have to teach 
three classes in a row!” Hatter is 
looking forward to his new and 
busier schedule. 

Hatter finds that changing the 
teaching style and schedule he 
practiced for seven years is slightly 
challenging. One of the new classes 
he is teaching this year is the 
school’s Symphonic Band, which 
includes the marching band, and it 
can be quite different from teaching 
concert groups like orchestra. 

Sophomore Anna Svika plays 
the flute and piccolo in Symphonic 
Band, and has noticed a few differ-
ent aspects of band that have been 
added to help with the transition 

by Grant Vigneault
In the blockbuster hit of the 

summer, Dunkirk provides detailed 
insight from three different per-
spectives on the battle for Dunkirk 
in WWII; the beachfront town was 
a key strategic location along the 
French coast and vital to the United 
States’ success in the latter half of 
the Second World War. 

Difficult to understand in the 
beginning, three different pro-
tagonists are introduced to the 
audience: a pilot, a ship “captain,” 
and several grunts on the beaches 
of Dunkirk fighting to climb aboard 
a ship headed for the British coast-
line. 

This movie is action packed 
from the moment the first char-
acters are introduced; over the 
course of the two-hour movie, the 
audience is subjected to firefights, 
aerial dogfights, and rescues at sea 

massive grouping of space stations 
that form Alpha, a place where life 
forms live. It is not just humans 
who inhabit these many space sta-
tions, but there are also different 
types of aliens. 

The actors are well cast, espe-
cially popular singer Rihanna, who 
portrays a Glamopod. She fits the 

personality of “Bubble,” a glamo-
pod alien who can change her ap-
pearance. There are not many of her 
kind left, so she is forced to work, 
for a human. The actors who guide 
us through the floating city Alpha, 
are Major Valerian (Dane DeHaan) 
and his partner Sergeant Laureline 
(Cara Delevingne). These two had 
a great on-screen chemistry as they, 
navigate through their romantic 
relationship as well as the obstacles 
they encounter. They also look 
pretty awesome in the tight-fitting 
battle suits.

Before this film was released, 
some critics said that it would be 
like any other science fiction movie 
and that the director chose no big 
name actors. However, most people 
who went and saw the movie en-
joyed the fifth element, actions, and 
the space-station settings.

Even though this movies strays 
from the original comics a little 
bit, it definitely is a movie worth 
watching.

ematography, acting, and storyline 
make this movie better than Saving 
Private Ryan or Hacksaw Ridge. 

If you haven’t yet, get out and 
see why critics, and myself, enjoy 
Dunkirk so much. 

of having a new teacher: “We had 
a marching specialist come in to 
work with us during band camp,” 
said Svika, “and we will be having 
more after school and weekend 
rehearsals.”

Despite having to adjust to 
teaching different types of musical 
groups, Hatter has found positives 
in being able to communicate with 
all the groups. 

“If I ever need horns for a string 
piece, I’ve already got them. It’ll be 
easier to arrange occasions where 
some instruments are needed in 
another class.” 

Now that Hatter works primarily 
at Burroughs, he also has more time 

for lunch and after school rehears-
als, possibly providing opportuni-
ties for the creation of some music 
groups that Burroughs has not had 

before or in a long time and giving 
aid to all music students who would 
be interested in improving their 
musical abilities. 

Taze Nupa
Junior

“I am looking forward to being 
interesting and I’m one step closer 
to graduating. I’m excited about 
the football games and making 
more friends.” 

Isabella Roquemorae
Freshman

“I’m looking forward to all the new 
people and being able to make 
new friends, and all the sports 
teams… The dances should be 
fun, because I came from Saint 
Ann’s.”

Delaney Glen
Junior

“I’m looking forward to volleyball 
season and just having fun… I 
like football games, especially 
Homecoming.”

Hayley Green
Senior

“Senior Year! Everything! 
The Spirit days, the games, 
B-Mountain, Mr. BHS -- there’s a 
lot of things that I’m super-duper 
excited about.” 

Halie Carson
Sophomore

“I’m excited about being a varsity 
cheerleader and for all of the 
rallies and spirit days!”

Dabrien Skipworth
Junior

“This year I’m looking forward to 
basketball season, football games 
and making new friends.” 

Bill Alexander III 
Junior

“I’m really excited about just 
getting through this school year 
and having a fun time! I’m looking 
forward to Prom and a new sport; 
I’m going to run track.”

Alex Villa
Senior

“I’m looking forward to graduation 
-- that’s it.” 

Three soldiers wait on a beach for the action to begin in what will be the 
fight of their lives. 

Internet photo

Marjor Valerian and Sergeant Laureline are running to go escape the 
aliens invading the their ship.

Internet photo

by Kylie Griffith
Over the summer, a new take on 

Spiderman captured our interest, 
especially for Marvel fans. 

We got a preview of our new 
Spiderman (Tom Holland), in Cap-
tain America: Civil War in 2016; 
Spiderman: Homecoming opened 
up with a reminder of that, right 
after a flashback to The Avengers 
“Battle of New York.” 

Eight from the start, the movie 
dives right into the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe.

After such serious portrayals of 
Spiderman by Tobey Maguire and 
Andrew Garfield when the Spider-
man franchise was owned by Sony, 
Holland’s humorous and awkward 
character definitely recalls comic 
book versions of the hero. 

Marvel’s Spiderman is also a lot 
younger, a 15-year-old high school 
student, which definitely plays into 
his juvenility.

In addition to the increased sense 
of humor and the youthful play on 
such serious situations, the movie 
is engaging, action-packed, and 
fun for all. 

Overall, Spiderman: Homecom-
ing was really about Peter Parker 
learning how to be a superhero as 
well as a high school student. It is 
a great reintroduction of Spider-
man as well as an exciting and 
funny story, leaving us all looking 
forward to the next movie. 

Latest Spiderman entry offers a 
youthful look on superhero life

Mr. Hatter is now full time at Burroughs.
photo by Dahlia Stucky

One such organization is CASL, 
the California Association of Stu-
dent Leaders, which sponsors 
statewide events during the year

“That is another upcoming event 
that we’re looking forward to.”

Spiderman is full of action. 
Internet Photo
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Who are the new teachers who will guide our 
students to graduation over the next four years? 

Find them here!

New teachers join the BHS Team

Find your way 
through our 
construction 

zone!
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8. The number of years you                English courses needed
    are required to take in P.E.              to graduate          
 9. Also known as things
    you do after high school
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Burroughs football sets the tone in Friday’s opener
by Jack Sherritt

This year’s Burroughs Varsity 
football players are excited for a 
brand new season.

Coming off of a 6-5-0 record 
from last year, the players are 
excited to play again and improve 
their game. 

Head coach Todd Mather has 
high hopes for this season. “Goals 
for the season are to be the tough-
est, most discipline team on the 

field every Friday night. Compete 
for a league championship and to 
be playing through Thanksgiving,” 
said Mather.

Senior team captain Brock 
Mather also has high hopes in 
improving the team this upcoming 
season. “Our team goal this season 
is to win a state championship 
and to put a ring on our fingers,” 
exclaimed Mather.

Mather believes this is possible 
because of the effort the team has 
been putting in lately. He thinks 
their strengths will be a great asset 
this season. Mather said, “Our team 
strength is our defense, we may not 
be the biggest and strongest but 
we have never been afraid to lay 
the wood.” 

Austin Griffin, another senior 
team captain, also has a lot of as-
pirations for the team this season. 
“My goals for the team this year 
are to win a championship, to 
grow closer together, and have fun 
during our last season together,” 
said Griffin. 

Both captains think this season 
will be a challenge, but nothing 
the team cannot overcome. They 
believe that the two most difficult 
games will be against Paraclete and 
Oak Hills. Mather said, “Paraclete 
won the state championship last 
year and have some of the best 
recruits in the state.” 

Despite the tough competition, 
there are high hopes for this season 

of football. This past Friday the 
Burros took on annual opponent 
Palmdale High School at Sherman 
E. Burroughs Stadium. The Bur-
ros started off rather rough, as the 
offense couldn’t pull together a 
lasting run of plays. With a quick 
three-and-out, the Burros handed 
the ball over to Palmdale early in 
the first quarter.

Palmdale took the lead with a 
short pass into the end zone. The 
Falcons missed the PAT keeping 
the score at 0-6 Falcons. The Bur-
ros came back and tied it up with 
a three yard run by quarterback  
Griffin. The Burros missed the 
PAT as well, keeping the score at 
6-6. In the second quarter senior 
Antonio Ramirez caught a clutch 
touchdown pass to push the mo-
mentum towards Burroughs right 
before halftime. In the third quarter 
the Burros pulled ahead even more 
with a long touchdown catch by 
senior Jack Sherritt and another by 
senior Bryce Moore, making the 
score 30-13. 

“I was just thinking don’t let him 
catch me,” said Moore. “I really 
needed to get in the endzone to 
help the team.

 The Falcons tried to come back, 
but fell short for the final score was 
30-28 Burroughs.

The Burros travel tonight to face 
the Tehachapi Warriors, but will 
return home next week for more 
local action.

Senior wide receiver Antonio Ramirez dives for extra 
yards during Friday’s contest.
                                                         photo by Chase Cracraft 

BHS XC prepares for solid season
By Emily Haugen

The Burros Cross Country team 
is changing from training on the 
trails to running on the courses this 
fall season. 

After a long summer of training 
put on by Head Coach Anthony 
Barnes and new Girls Coach Lauren 
Olsen, the runners are ready for 
their first race of the season. 

With only five boys returning this 
season, Barnes has been setting his 
sights towards training the boys for 
a strong and solid season.

“We have been working on 
personal improvements to beat last 
year’s times and developing the 
new freshman group for success,” 
explained Barnes. “I am working 
towards getting the team at least 
fourth in the league and receiving 
the Sportsmanship Award.”

Barnes believes the team’s enthu-
siasm and attitude will help them 
reach their goals.

On the boys’ side, senior Captain 
Riley Jackson is beginning his 
fourth and final season of cross 
country with his eyes set on making 

the team stronger and qualifying 
for CIF. 

“One of our strengths is not only 
the talent of our many runners, but 
also our team’s effort to include 
everyone who joins and make 
them better runners,” said Jackson. 
“Working as a team will give us the 
power that we need to do well as a 
team and individually.”

The girls Senior Captain Esha 
Sardar has recently stepped into 
a leadership role as she begins 
her second season with the team. 
She has been developing both the 
team and herself as a runner. Sar-
dar wants to watch the team grow 
and become stronger runners. She 
believes the girls’ perseverance and 
strong attitudes will allow them to 
reach their goals.  

“My main goal for this season 
is to see the girls maintain con-
sistency and constantly improve,” 
said Sardar. “I also just want the 
girls to work hard while having a 
great time.”

This is Coach Olsen’s first sea-
son coaching the girls cross country 

team. She has transitioned their 
practice times from the morning 
to the afternoon to overcome the 
challenge of running in hot weather.

“Since they will race their league 
meets in the afternoons, it is im-
portant they have exposure to the 
same elements they will be racing 
in,” said Olsen. “The weather has 
been brutal and the ladies have re-
ally stepped up to the challenge.”

Olsen’s goal this season is to 
watch the girls grow individually 
and as a team.

“I would like to see the team 
grow both as individual runners 
and as a unit,” said Olsen. “Cross 
country teams are most successful 
when each individual is invested in 
the success of their teammates just 
as much as their own.”

She believes the girls’ strengths 
of having a strong bond and moti-
vating one another will help them 
conquer their goals.

Cross Country’s first meet will 
be the Colton Swarm Invitational 
at Colton High School on Sep-
tember 2.

The Burroughs XC team runs sprits earlier this month during practice at Cerro Coso Community College.
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Volleyball is setting up a new season
By Lillyan Becker

The Burrough’s volleyball pro-
gram is looking into the new season 
with high hopes. 

The varsity team is determined 
to come back stronger than last 
season which finished with an 8-14 
record. Head varsity coach Kristen 
Mondientz explained how she plans 
on making the team even better. She 
stated, “We plan on improving by 
working on the basics along with 
team chemistry.”

Throughout the team, it is agreed 
that their biggest opponent is Ser-
rano, but the girls are not afraid 
to face competition due to all of 
their practice and perseverance. 
Sophomore Aileen Ponce described 
her and her team’s hard work. She 
stated, “Our girls are putting in all 
of their effort and hard work to 
make it to CIF this year.”

While looking confidently into 
the upcoming season, the team 
reflects on their strengths. Junior 
Sara Hammond explains what she 
thinks makes the team so strong. 
“Our biggest strength is how well 
we communicate on and off the 
court! We all get along so well 
so it allows us to work together 
perfectly,” exclaimed Hammond. 

While it is important to recog-
nize strengths, it is also important 
to realize weaknesses so they can 
be improved upon. Senior Olivia 
Henden explained how there is 

always room for improvement. She 
said, “We allow ourselves to make 
errors, which gives the opposing 
team the majority of their points.”

Henden is not discouraged by 
these mistakes because she knows 
how her teammates have been 
working very hard for the past few 
months. “I am extremely confident 
in my team and that we will win 

lots of games this year due to our 
love for the game and all the time 
we put in.”

The volleyball team is hopeful 
when looking into the success 
of their season. They have been 
working extremely hard to have 
a winning season. So go support 
your Lady Burros in the new Bur-
ros Barn!

Sophomore Aileen Ponce bumbs the ball during last Saturay’s practice.
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BHS welcomes new AD
by Haley Savage

If you have recently walked into 
the activities office, you may have 
noticed a new face. Retired softball 
and volleyball coach Michelle 
Lazaro has taken the position of 
the school’s new athletic director. 

Lazaro is facing the new position 
with high hopes and excitement. 
She felt the position was the next 
step to take in her career. “I earned 
my Master’s Degree in Coaching 
and Athletic Administration from 
Concordia University in Irvine, 
California, in 2012.  I’ve been 
coaching for seventeen years and 
was an athletic director before I 
moved to Ridgecrest.  I’ve been 
involved in athletics from age four 
until now.  It just seems like the 
right fit,” explained Lazaro. 

Although the new job presents 
many challenges her old job didn’t, 
she believes she will make it work. 
“Good communication and time 
management will be key to my 
success,” said Lazaro.

She also has big plans for the 
athletic programs. She believes 
that as a team, the efforts of all 
the coaches, athletes, and she can 
make the athletic program better. “I 
believe my coaching and teaching 
experience will help me support all 
players and all teams,” said Lazaro.  

In addition to new challenges the 
athletic director position brings, 
Lazaro has a new schedule. After 
years of teaching five PE classes 
every day, she now only teaches 

Athletic PE at the end of the day. 
“I’m very happy about this choice 
because I get to stay somewhat con-
nected.  Being a teacher is amazing 
and I will miss getting to know 
every student on campus through 
PE,” said Lazaro. 

Her connection to the students at 
Burroughs is important to her. She 
adds, “I will have to find new ways 
to get to know students through ath-
letics. I’m excited about getting to 
know all athletes better and not just 
my own teams that I was coaching.”

Lazaro’s focus isn’t solely on 
athletics, however. “One thing I am 
passionate about is putting academ-
ics first, being a good leader by 
modeling good behavior, and mak-
ing sure we have the resources in 
place to do that,” exclaims Lazaro. 

Principal Bryan Auld is very 
pleased with how Lazaro is doing 
in the new position. “She has been 
fantastic learning about how to han-
dle the position and is transitioning 
very quickly,” exclaimed Auld. 

Auld also is impressed with the 
goals Lazaro has for the athletic 
programs at Burroughs. “She has 
been innovating and making chang-
es that will make the programs run 
much more effectively,” said Auld. 

Overall, Lazaro is enthusiastic 
for her new position and the op-
portunities it brings her. She is 
anticipating a very strong year for 
the Burroughs athletic program and 
is excited to find out where her new 
job will take her. 

New Athletic Director Michelle Lazaro taking on her new AD duties.
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Girls Tennis is serving up 
another great year for 2017
by Mary Piatt

The tennis team will have a few 
changes this season. Along with 
welcoming new assistant coach, 
Hilary Tranter, there will also be a 
new lineup and several new varsity 
and junior varsity players.

“My goals for the season are to 
win league and be the best we can 
be,” says Burroughs’ Girls’ Tennis 
Coach Kenold Prince. 

Last season, the girls were sec-
ond in league having only lost to 
Serrano. Co-captain Frances Yu 
takes a more relaxed approach 
on the goals for the team. “I want 
the team to have fun, build each 
other up and keep our ranking in 
the league,” says Yu. The team’s 
strengths, as pointed out by Yu, 
include “the unity that we have 

and our coaches” while the team’s 
weaknesses are the “lack of expe-
rience and losing so many varsity 
players last year.”  

The tennis team is looking 
foward to a strong performance 
this year. After coming off a strong 
second-place league standing and 
multiple CIF Southern Section 
participants, the expectation for this 
year’s team is rather high. 

Starting off the season against 
old time rivals Barstow High 
School, the Lady Burros will get 
a nice chance to set the tone for 
the upcoming 2017 Mojave River 
League season. There’s no doubt 
the ladies tennis team has big shoes 
to fill this year, but by the looks of it 
the coaches and players are expect-
ing another strong season.   
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